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U p until recently, I often had to remind myself that it’s okay that people have different opinions and views than I do. 
Notions such as, “Not everyone has to like The 
Office, Anna, it’s not personal,” or “You do not need 
a handwritten list of reasons why that person they 
just don’t like that kind of music” often run through 
my mind. However, it’s no secret that recent events 
have brought up some issues that leave less room for 
opposing opinions, because in this case, the “wrong” 
opinion has real potential to cost lives.
 In this issue of The Sword, both sides of the 
argument of who could be elected as our next 
president are stated. The editorial staff of The Sword 
voted on who to endorse in our last meeting. My 
personal stance is made pretty obvious, but even so, 
this issue brought me to write a letter from the editor 
so I could say to the readers of The Sword what you 
have been hearing everywhere: please, please vote,
no matter what side you’re on. People have died so 
you could have the right to vote. For a long time, 
not everyone was allowed to vote. This will be 
the first presidential election I will vote in. Even 
though it’s my first, I will not be surprised if, on 
my deathbed (hopefully at a relatively old age), I 
look back and realize that the 2020 election was 
the most important election I ever voted in. 
 I am very fortunate to have the team I do this 
year. It’s no surprise that I was worried about the 
number of writers I would have due to both the 
pandemic and the large number of seniors who 
graduated last year. Every single editor on the team 
is new this year, and I am very proud of what we 
have all accomplished so far.
 On that note, I will always welcome constructive 
criticism and new ideas from and for the newspaper. 
Email me; stop me in the hallway; send a messenger 
pigeon–whatever works best for you. Despite the
fact that the pandemic exists, I want each issue of 
The Sword to be an improvement of the last. Just as 
this semester has been off to a rough start, so was 
our first publication of The Sword. Even though this 
is true. I am very thankful to have had the 
opportunity to learn from that experience, and I 
believe I have. We will continue to grow from our 
past and from our suggestions from you, our readers. :)
Letter from the Editor
BY ANNA FRITZE
R ecently a series of deadly clashes took place within the Nagorno Karabakh region located between the countries of Armenia and Azerbaijan. The events led to Armenia declaring martial law and
mobilizing its military. Finally, Azerbaijan’s parliament declared a state 
of war against Armenia. The conflict resulted in the most casualties experienced 
since 1988.
 As of September 27th, 600 people in the Nagorno Karabakh region have 
been killed due to the state of war. Many have been displaced from their 
homes. The administration of Nagorno Karabakh has reported that over 50 
percent of the population has been affected. As the violence escalated, there 
have been reports of an Azerbaijani missile impacting the roof of a cultural 
center in the town of Shushi that was sheltering Armenian security forces. 
The town that was hit is a mainstage of the conflict, and it holds deep religious 
and ethnic significance to both groups involved in the conflict. 
 The prime ministers of Armenia and Azerbaijan have had discussions of 
entering another ceasefire. The plans they discussed were intended to begin 
on October 10th, but Azerbaijan had already violated them by continuing to 
attack Armenian cities. Now foreign officials in Iran, Russia, and the European 
Union have been pushing the two countries to resume peace and follow the 
agreements that have been established. 
 Turkey and Iran have both taken a prominent stance in the conflict as 
well. Turkey has provided support to, and completely backs, Azerbaijan, 
while Iran does the same for Armenia. The United States and Russia have 
also been involved in the war. They have maintained a primarily neutral 
stance until President Trump recently provided an additional 100 million 
dollars of security aid to Azerbaijan.
 Other countries in the Middle East have begun deploying combatants to 
support different sides of the conflict. While Turkey has deployed hundreds 
of Syrian opposition fighters, Lebanon has provided soldiers and aid to Armenia.
 Those affected by this conflict have received support from all over the 
world. Tens of thousands of Turkish protesters have gathered in solidarity 
with Armenia. Meanwhile, a prominent Armenian community located in 
Boston has organized to raise awareness of the conflict across America, and 
Armenian business communities have also united to raise money to support 
their home country.
 Since 1994, the two countries have been in conflict. The fighting began 
after the Armenians in the Nagorno Karabakh region, which was controlled 
by Azerbaijan, expressed a desire to return to Armenia. The Armenian 
President, Armen Sarkissian, is desperate to prevent more violence. He has 
been reported stating, “God help us all if the conflict escalates”.
Violence Escalating Between 
Armenia and Azerbaijan
BY OWEN LIEBERT
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A s classes are returning to traditional classroom teachings, students are still practicing online school activities 
at home and covid-19 guidelines in physical 
school buildings. 
    Schools around the country started the process 
of reopening their traditional learning classes on 
October 19. Parents and students are concerned 
about how the transition will be after they have 
resumed in person classes. There are over three 
learning stages that Saint Paul public school boards 
will use in order to make the transition easier on 
young students. 
 Katy Read from the Star Tribune said, “More 
than 500 students will return to St. Paul public 
school classrooms on Oct. 19 in Stage 1 of a hybrid 
learning program.” Read explains this Stage 1 
of learning is about easing students back to the 
classroom and away from homes once again. It 
can be hard for students to transition from an 
online format to an in-person format because 
they have had to deal with this new and unusual 
learning style for the last month or two.
 The following schools that will start the hybrid 
learning classes are The Downtown School, Care 
& Treatment Program, Hospital Program, Bridge 
View, Focus Beyond, Rivers East, and Journeys. 
While these teachers are excited to finally welcome 
in their students, it has also been a stressful time 
preparing for the reopening of their schools. 
 There will be over 650 staff members involved in 
the hybrid learning process within the St. Paul 
school districts. Each family will be sent surveys 
about their readiness for the transition of 
moving each of their children into in person 
classrooms. More information on these surveys will 
be on Saint Paul Public Schools web page.
 The Minnesota Department of Health (mdh) 
is consistently providing covid-19 data because 
statistics show that in detecting buildings with 
the virus cases have gone up since the start of the 
pandemic. While this is still going on, the Saint 
Paul public school board will continue providing 
online learning services for parents who are still 
wanting their children to take online classes.
 Eric Chaloux of 5 Eyewitness News said, “spps 
[St. Paul Public Schools] will give families the 
option to continue distance learning for the rest 
of the school year if they do not feel comfortable 
sending their child back to the hybrid platform.”
Chaloux states this as many families are uncertain 
and hesitant about the transition to hybrid learning 
amidst the covid-19 pandemic. 
St. Paul Schools Begin 




Return to Australia  
BY ALEXANDRIA GOSEN
A fter 3,000 years of living in Tasmania, a large island south of Australia, Tasmanian devils are now being reintroduced to the 
ecosystem of the Australian Mainland. About the 
size of a Pommeranian, or Chihuahua, Tasmanian 
devils are small dog-like marsupials famous for their 
ferocity and their powerful jaws. 
 In the 1990’s a type of face-cancer began 
developing amongst the devil population of 
Tasmania. This devil facial tumor disease (dftd) 
caused the population to drop to 25,000 devils. 
The intense drop has been quite concerning, as 
the devils are scavengers, which means they are 
a crucial part of the Australian ecosystem. This 
is why scientists are attempting to go all Jurassic 
Park and prevent the extinction of the Tasmanian 
devil. 
    To prepare for the devils’ arrival, Aussie Ark, an 
animal conservation group, sent a team to fence 
off a chunk of Eucalyptus forests, remove invasive 
plants, clear out dead leaves to prevent forest fires, 
and humanely remove red foxes and feral cats 
to create a hospitable environment for both the 
devils and the aforementioned animals. According 
to National Geographic, though the devils do not 
hunt cats, the cats do not like the devils. 
 Over two decades of planning and care has been
taken in the reintegration of the devils. Multiple 
recovery organizations have been working together 
on this project including, Aussie Ark, Global 
Wildlife Conservation, and WildArk. These groups 
have been working to choreograph the release 
of animals into Barrington Wildlife Sanctuary–a 
1,000 acre fenced-in National Park. 
 However, this release is not nearly as simple 
as it may sound. In March, scientists released 15 
devils into Barrington. They used radio-collars 
to monitor the released animals. They also put 
out Kangaroo carcasses to help the devils adjust 
to their new home with a hearty meal. After a 
few months, the animals were thriving! So, scientists 
decided it was time to introduce 11 more devils. 
Tim Faulkener, president of Aussie Ark, says, 
“They’re free. They’re out there. We’ve got some 
basic means of keeping an eye on them, but 
essentially now it’s over to the devils to do what 
they do.” 
 The integration has been recent enough that 
the Australian Bush Fires have not impacted this 
project, so the devils are continuing to thrive in 




C oncordia university, st. paul sets a high standard for private universities in the state when it comes to education and 
affordability. The 2013 tuition reset proved to 
dramatically boost the student population, but the 
school has been steadily increasing since even 
several years before that. According to csp Provost 
and coo Dr. Eric LaMott, the school recognized that 
the cost of attendance is one of the most significant 
factors for families and students choosing higher 
education. Yet, successful efforts are made to be 
sure that the education anyone receives at csp is as 
high quality as a typical $30,000-40,000+ private 
college. Even though students see the cost rising just a 
little higher each year, they are still paying less 
than they would have before the reset according to 
Cision prweb, a leading online press-release distributor.
 According to StarTribune, revenue from tuition has 
increased 66%, despite the reset, which has also cut 
overall student debt by several thousands of dollars. 
Taking all of this into account, it is no surprise 
that csp has achieved its 14th consecutive year of 
enrollment growth. Not to mention last year the 
school experienced its largest incoming class ever–a 
whopping 351 students, filling up Luther Hall as well 
as three fifths of Hyatt Village. This year, the total 
student population will reach 5,200 individuals. 
This number includes graduate and non-traditional 
students in addition to traditional students. Concordia, 
St. Paul plans on increasing this number to a goal of 
7,000 students over a period of five years.
 It will be interesting to see how the university 
plans on accommodating more students. The dorm 
halls are packed this year, and many are on a waiting 
list to get into Holst Hall. There have not been any 
whisperings or plans of new living spaces being made, 
but with the ever-growing on-campus population, it 
will be necessary, especially if the school wants to 
reach the numbers they plan. Granted, that extra 
1,800 isn’t completely students living in dorm halls, 
but the number of new students that would be moving 
into dorm halls would potentially mean new spaces 
need to be built.
 Concordia, St. Paul is constantly on top of being
flexible with student needs while still being able to 
maintain a relatively affordable price. Other private 
schools are finally following in its steps, particularly 
with tuition cuts. In order to retain students, many 
schools considered choices to make cuts to compensate 
for switches to online classes in the wake of the 
pandemic. William Kraft, current president of 
Concordia College in Moorhead, MN, recently 
announced that there would be a $15,000 tuition cut 
coming in theFall of 2021. Schools are taking notice 
of the benefits of lower tuition and are making use of 
it. As always, csp will be ahead of the game.
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F or 1,200 years, flooding has been a part of Venice the way snow is a part of St. Paul. Flood waters can become knee-deep, shops 
often close, and Venetians and tourists put on 
galoshes to keep their feet dry during the acqua 
alta high tide (October-January). Yet, on October 
3, many shops were able to stay open and feet were 
able to stay dry thanks to the 78 new flood barriers 
called mose. The name is partly derived from the 
Italian name for Moses of the Bible in reference to 
his parting of the Red Sea. The barriers are spread 
across three different inlets to effectively protect 
Venice and surrounding areas from high tide.
 The project has been in the works since 1984, 
although construction did not start until 2003. 
The completion of the project was a struggle due 
to various delays, cost negotiations, and political 
corruption. mose was first tested on July 10 of 
this year and was finally put to the test during 
high tide season at the beginning of October. 
"This was a historic day for Venice," Mayor Luigi 
Brugnaro told cnn. 
 The barriers are designed to be invisible until 
they are raised for high tide. Water flow from 
the Aegean Sea is important for the lagoon in order 
or ships to pass through and to keep the ecosystem 
stable. mose is still a work in progress with a 
completion date set for December of 2021. However, 
environmentalists and Venetians worry that the 
flood barriers are only a temporary solution. mose 
was designed to protect from up to 3 meters of 
flood water, and with climate change impacting 
sea levels and tectonic plates causing Venice to 
sink, it might not be a permanent solution to 
Venice’s flooding. 
 Venice first decided to combat the flooding after 
the catastrophic 1966 flood. On November 4, 
during the acqua alta, rain and high tide combined 
to devastate Venice with 194 cm (over six feet) of 
flood waters. It is recognized as the worst flood in 
the history of Venice. Over ¾ of businesses were 
damaged or destroyed. This event triggered a series 
of efforts to help prevent these costly acqua alta 
waters from causing more damage. 
 mose has been a long-anticipated solution that 
may or may not last. While October 3 was a day of 
rejoicing without so much as a puddle in Venice, 
some Venetians expressed continued skepticism 
toward the barrier project. Due to the past delays, 
the cost of operation, and the impermanence of 
mose’s provision, these continued doubts are far 
from unreasonable. The best Venetians can hope 
for is a successful solution, even if it is short-term.
A Historic Day for 
Venice as Barriers 
Prevent Flooding
BY REBECCA BEASLEY
Will the Dogma Prevail in the Supreme Court? 
Three Minnesota Women on Amy Coney 
Barrett Nomination 
BY MARYKATE FENSTERMAKER
J ust eight days after the death of Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, in a triumph for conservatives, President Trump announced 
his Supreme Court nominee: Judge Amy Coney 
Barrett, “a woman of unparalleled achievement, 
towering intellect, sterling credentials, [and] 
unyielding loyalty to the Constitution.” 
 Reaction is varied. Trish Pearson, a mother of 
two boys in Woodbury, believes that Ginsburg 
“paved the way for hard working women.” 
Additionally, she points out that, after extensive 
evaluation, Judge Barrett was deemed “well 
qualified” by the American Bar Association. 
Pointing out the “checks and balances” within 
the judicial system, she trusts Barrett to “uphold 
the constitution.” Kayla Brinkman, 18, a senior 
at Concordia University studying history, doesn’t 
agree. She pointed out that Judge Barrett’s 
nomination is a “setback for many, especially 
minorities.” Further, Brinkman fears that Judge 
Barrett may roll 
back many rulings 
the late “Justice 
Ginsburg fought 
hard for.” 
 Judge Barrett 
is inspired by late 
Justice Scalia for 
whom she clerked 
over 20 years ago: 
these “lessons still 
resonate”; “his 
judicial philosophy is 
mine too.” Appointed 
in 1986, Scalia led 
the high court conservatives for 30 years, particularly 
regarding gay rights, racial discrimination, and 
abortion. Minnesota U.S. district court judge 
Patrick J. Schiltz, Barrett’s long-time mentor, says 
that "her religious convictions are pro-life, and 
she lives those convictions.” Barrett declares that 
her Catholicism does not influence her court 
decisions, but Brinkman remains unconvinced: 
“No one can be fully impartial; it is human nature, 
no matter your political party or where you stand 
on the political spectrum.” On the other hand, 
after reading Barrett’s letter of recommendation 
written by Notre Dame faculty, Pearson believes 
that Barrett “will not allow her own viewpoint to 
enter into her decision-making process.” Barrett, 
a 7th U.S. Circuit Court Judge, made a substantial 
impact on the three states under jurisdiction–
Illinois, Indiana, and Wisconsin, especially in cases 
regarding reproductive rights, gun laws, women’s 
equality, and immigration rights.  
 Although Minnesota is not under the 7th U.S. 
Circuit court, rather the 8th, Barrett could change 
previous rulings. Women and lgbtq+ voters 
are critical in this year's election, especially with 
Minnesota’s swing-state status. Recent polls find 
Trump losing support among women, especially 
in the Minnesota suburbs. Regardless, the 
nomination of Barrett pleases many conservative 
women as she has “strong dedication to family.” 
Judy Kaiser, a grandmother in Woodbury and 
longstanding anti-abortion advocate, says “Barrett 
will be an asset for women, including unborn 
women.” Kaiser believes that Barrett’s strongest 
qualification is “being a mother to seven children.”  
Despite Judge Barrett stating publicly that she 
“has no interest in challenging [Roe v Wade],” past 
rulings suggest that she could be key regarding 
Roe v. Wade, same-sex marriage, the Affordable 
Care Act, and the Victims' Rights Act. If Roe 
v. Wade were overturned at the federal level, 
Minnesota’s Doe v Gomez would still protect 




and birth control 
decisions by 
Minnesota politicians. 




liberals 6 to 3. A 
conservative high 
court not only 
threatens women’s 
reproductive rights, but also gun safety, minority 
representation, voter protection, the Affordable 
Care Act, and existing climate-change reduction 
measures. 
 Kaiser believes that Supreme Court political 
imbalance will not affect current rulings, but 
she favors Supreme Court Justice term limits. 
Regarding Ginsberg: “Although she insisted, 
she was fine, she was sick, and I cannot believe she 
was able to perform her duties in her condition.” 
Pearson doesn’t believe term limits are necessary, 
although “it is factual to say that as we age, our 
cognitive abilities do become compromised.”   
 Unlike Pearson, Brinkman supports term limits,
 believing that “the Supreme Court has become 
too political.” Brinkman believes that “all 
representation matters”; “everyone deserves a 
voice.”  In the midst of Ginsburg's death, Coronavirus, 
California wildfires, hurricanes, and the 2020 
national election, we can only hope that our 
judicial branch will remain impartial.  
Kayla Brinkman, 18, a senior at 
Concordia University studying 
History, doesn’t agree. She 
believes that Judge Barrett’s 
nomination is a “setback for 
many, especially minorities.” 
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I n the early morning of October 2nd, President Trump tweeted that he and the First Lady, Melania Trump, had tested 
positive for Covid-19. What was the timeline for 
his diagnosis, and where is he at now? According 
to nbc News, we have a detailed outline of the 
events. On September 26, President Trump hosted 
a Rose Garden ceremony with more than 150 
guests. He, along with Hope Hicks, spoke at an 
outdoor rally in Middletown, PA. On September 
29, the president, and his family attended the 
first of the presidential debates. September 30, 
on the returning flight from another outdoor rally, 
Hope Hicks reported feeling unwell and goes into 
self quarantine. The following day, Hope Hicks 
tested positive for the virus. On the same day, 
Trump visited Shoreview and Duluth. His 
campaign signed an agreement that pledged to 
follow state public health guidelines regarding 
the coronavirus, which included limiting attendance 
to 250. However, and estimated 2,500 people 
ended up attending. Attendees stood shoulder 
to shoulder, and many people did not wear masks. 
On October 2nd, after another rally, President 
Trump announced he and the first lady both 
tested positive, and they have begun the 
quarantine process. He was then flown to Walter 
Reed National Military Medical Center and 
given an experimental antibody. On October 4th, 
Trump left the hospital to drive by a nearby 
rally in his support. Finally, on October 5th, the 
president left the hospital after three days of 
treatment. 
 On October 2nd, it was announced by the 
White House that Trump was being given an 
experimental antibody treatment and, two days 
later, on October 4th, he was given steroids to 
help with the recovery.  While the antibodies 
given to Trump were experimental, it was known 
through previous trials that “no serious safety 
concerns surfaced, and the treatment reduced 
viral load and shortened symptomatic disease 
in patients who did not have sars-cov-2 
antibodies at the trial’s start”, according to Science 
Magazine. Trump did receive an 8-gram infusion, 
while data showed the smaller dose of 2.4 
gram infusion worked just as well. Science 
Magazine also stated that on October 4, “Sean 
Conley, the White House physician, said in a 
press conference that Trump had also been 
started on the steroid dexamethasone. The drug 
dampens the body’s immune response and can 
keep it from wreaking havoc in the late stages of 





covid-19. It is the only treatment so far that has 
been shown to reduce the mortality in patients 
with severe covid-19”.bbc News announced that 
Trump’s physician, Sean Conley, said on Monday 
afternoon that the president, whose oxygen 
levels dipped twice over the weekend, would be 
"surrounded by world-class medical care 24/7" at 
the White House. He refused to answer questions 
about when the president last received a negative 
test or specifics of 
the treatment. He 
would not offer 
details regarding the 
president's scans 
to check for 
pneumonia, citing 
patient protection laws.
 There isn’t any 
current information 
about Trump and 
his health and safety, 
but he has been 
attending rallies. 
Everything seems to point in the direction of 
Trump improving to full health. 
Photo Credit: Erika Soukup
A Weakening Democracy 
in Kyrgyzstan: 
Tumultuous Times for 
the Country of Six Million
BY MARYKATE FENSTERMAKER
R ecently, protests in Kyrgyzstan’s capital, Bishkek, have led to a week-long state of emergency declared by the 
President, Sooronbai Jeenbekov.  Following the 
now annulled Parliamentary election, protests 
broke out threatening Kyrgyzstan's democracy; 
the only democracy in all central Asia. 
 On October 5th, over 5000 peaceful protesters 
gathered in Kyrgyzstan's capital, Bishkek, to 
protest the results of the parliamentary election 
based on voter-buying allegations which favored 
pro-government candidates. As dissatisfaction with 
Kyrgyzstan’s government has increased amid the 
coronavirus, voters were shocked to hear that 
government-linked parties had been elected. As 
night fell, the state patrol attacked the protesters 
with tear gas and rubber bullets. Following the 
attacks, many protesters were involved in taking 
over government buildings as well as breaking 
former president, Almazbek Atambayev, out of 
prison. Following one death and over 700 injuries 
in 2 days, the Central Election Committee annulled 
the election results. Since then, Prime Minister 
Kubatbek Boronov has resigned due to the pressure. 
Boronov was replaced by Sadyr Zhaparov who 
was freed from prison by anti-government 
protesters just hours before the announcement. 
Lawmakers believed that the replacement would 
calm street violence; however, during the 
announcement, an angry mob broke out forcing 
Zhaparov to flee. As of Wednesday the 14th, 
Zhaparov, back in office, was officially announced 
the new Prime Minister of Kyrgyzstan, a stride 
which could help end the crisis.
 Meanwhile, Kyrgyzstan's President, Sooronbai 
Jeenbekov, is ready to stand down and "give the 
responsibility to strong leaders." Since elected in 
2017, reports have shown that his influence has 
grown weaker. Following the series of protests, Mr. 
Jeenbekov has had to flee the violence in Bishkek, 
declaring a state of emergency lasting nearly two 
weeks. This is not the first time Kyrgyzstan's 
president has had to flee from protests. President 
Askar Akayev, who served right after Kyrgyzstan's 
independence, and his successor, Kurmanbek 
Bakiyev were both overthrown amid voter fraud 
allegations. If the President continues to stay in 
hiding, he could risk another political revolt, 
making him the third president to be overthrown.
While on lockdown, Bishkek is being controlled 
by a heavy military presence. Some report feeling 
safer as looting and violence has decreased, but 
others such as journalists and media groups are 
being attacked even after the civil society ordered 
authorities not to target the media. Surrounded 
by China and Russia, Kyrgyzstan relies on support 
from western democracies to uphold the country’s 
freedoms and rights that the democratic republic 
provides. Despite the chaos, authorities must still 
protect the democratic values of having the right 
to peacefully protest, a right to free press, and the 
ability to write freely without harassment. 
 Without the support of other democratic nations 
such as The European Union, Switzerland, and 
South Korea, Kyrgyzstan would not have been able 
to accomplish their improved voting methods. In 
the last 10 years, the voting system has introduced 
electronic ballot boxes and biometric data verification. 
Unfortunately, that did not prevent the events 
leading up to the alleged rigged election. Even so, 
none of these voting measures have been taken up 
by Kyrgyzstan's neighboring countries. Although 
this will not be the end of the turmoil in Kyrgyzstan, 
the population of just six million is key to upholding 
their democracy.
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Why Your Vote Matters
BY ALEXANDRIA GOSEN
I t’s no secret that America is not in a great place at the moment. From the pandemic to the economy to the protests, 
there is something wrong everywhere you 
turn, and nothing seems to be getting better. All 
that is evident is that everyone is angry, sad, and 
conflicted all the time.  What can we do about any 
of this? The answer, silly as it may seem: vote. 
 Our right to vote as citizens is a miracle we all 
take for granted. Before 1776, we were at 
the mercy of the Brititsh monarchy, who did 
not care much about us. This led to riots: The 
Boston Tea Party.  This led to protests: No 
taxation without representation! This led 
to change: the first Article of the American 
Constitution.  The idea behind a democracy and 
the electoral college was the bees-knees back in 
the day, but the people who wrote it forgot to 
actively include every citizen.  This led to the 
fifteenth amendment in 1869, which allowed 
for Black men to vote! However, because people 
in power feared the loss of that power, they did 
everything to prevent them from voting: poll 
taxes, literacy tests, so on and so forth. Women 
did not win the right to vote until 1920, and 
that was not until after many protests and riots 
conducted by Suffragettes. Not only this, but 
only white women were given to vote at this 
time, and women were still frowned upon for 
voting.
 Poll taxing, as previously mentioned, did not 
end until 1964 with the introduction of the 24th 
Amendment, which prohibits poll taxes. In the 
following year the Voting Rights Act ended Jim 
Trump, Covid, and the 
2020 Election
BY MACKENZIE GRUBBS
R eports of president Donald Trump and first lady Melania Trump having contracted covid-19 surfaced on the 
morning of October 2nd after the president 
himself sent out a tweet saying this: “Tonight, 
@flotus and I tested positive for covid-19. 
We will begin our quarantine and recovery process 
immediately.” The news may have shocked a lot of 
people, but, to others, it seemed like it was only 
a matter of time before an announcement like that 
was made. 
 The president’s refusal to wear a mask in public 
spaces, despite the cdc’s recommendation, is 
only one of the hypocrisies many have been quick 
to point out. Others have criticized his actions 
leading up to the announcement since he has been 
actively campaigning in various states over the 
past weeks, encouraging large gatherings and rallies. 
According to apnews.com, multiple members of 
his team had tested positive for the virus days 
prior to his own positive test. This leaves room for 
Americans to question Trump’s campaigning 
tactics in comparison to his opponent, former 
Vice President, Joe Biden’s, socially-distant 
campaign gatherings. 
 Even though Trump falls under the high risk 
category due to his age, the President’s seemingly 
swift recovery from the virus, mixed with his 
continued indifference about the severity, could 
potentially sway many voters to not take proper 
precautions come November. Trump has since 
tweeted, “A total and complete sign off from 
White House Doctors yesterday. That means I 
can’t get it (immune), and can’t give it. Very nice 
to know!!!” The tweet was flagged by Twitter for 
violating their policy on spreading misinformation 
about covid-19. This is not the first time the 
President has spread misinformation about the 
virus. Earlier this month, a FaceBook post made 
by Trump claiming that covid-19 was deadlier 
than the flu was removed for violating their 
policy on misinformation about covid-19. With 
the leader of your country endorsing and spreading 
claims that downplay how serious covid-19 is, 
Americans are left to wonder what is true and 
what is “fake news.”
 Whether Trump contracting covid-19 reaffirms 
your beliefs or sways them in the opposite 
direction, there is no doubt that his illness will 
affect the election results. covid-19 has only 
deepened a divided nation between Democrats 
and Republicans, making the 2020 election all 
the more polarized. 
N ever again! According to Essentials of Holocaust Education, this old slogan, was used for the first time as a response to the 
Holocaust genocide. This slogan has been used as 
a genocide repellent since then. However, it has 
proven to be ineffective, as several genocides have 
still taken place. These words may once again be 
used by nations after the soon-to-be infamous 
Uyghur genocide in China is resolved. 
 The Uyghurs are an ethnic minority who reside 
in the northwestern Xinjiang province in China. 
They have a very different culture compared to 
the Han, who make up the majority of China’s 
population. They speak Uyghur, a Turkic 
language, and predominantly follow Islam. 
 According to the Unrepresented Nations and 
People Organization (unpo), a cultural ethnic 
cleansing has been taking place in order to destroy 
the Uyghur identity. In northwestern Xinjiang, 
schools are instructed to speak Mandarin, and 
previous schools that used the Uyghur language 
were either banned or merged with Chinese 
schools. Ughuyrs that wore veils or grew beards 
(these are common Muslim practices) are 
subjected to harassment from authorities and 
even arrests, and common Muslim names are 
continuing to get banned from the government. 
 To further dilute Uyghur identity and make 
northwestern Xinjian more “Chinese,” Han 
residents from eastern China have been 
encouraged to settle in northwestern Xinjain. 
China has encouraged Han Chinese to have 
multiple children even during the “One Child 
Policy,” while Uyghurs women have been subjected 
to “coercive birth control” to continue further 
control the Uyghur population according to the 
unpo. According to Nicole Morgret, a project 
manager at the Uyghur Human Rights Project, 
these birth control methods may consist of 
forced sterilization, physical castration, and more. 
Even interethnic marriages between Han and 
Muslim minorities in northwestern Xinjiang are 
encouraged by the government, as these couples get 
access to better health care, jobs, and housing. 
 Starting in 2014, according to Amnesty 
International, mass detention camps have been 
spreading through the northwestern Xinjiang 
of China and are being used to replace ethnic 
identity and religious affiliation of the Uyghur 
people with Chinese patriotism and secularism. 
In a report conducted by the Uyghur Human 
Rights Project, a leaked document from Eastern 
Turkestan reveals reasons for the detention of 
A Genocide Hidden 
from the World: China's 
Plan to Exterminate the 
Uyghur
BY RAJEERA GELETA 
the Uyghur population. Such reasons include 
birth policy violations, applying for a passport, 
practicing religion, related to someone out of the 
country, or a prisoner. According to Morgret, not 
only are Uyghur detainees tortured and used for 
labor, but there is a strong reason to believe some 
detainees have had their organs harvested. 
Dolkun Isa, president of the World Uyghur 
Congress, said it best during a United Kingdom 
parliament roundtable when he referred to the 
organ harvesting of the Uyghur in northwestern 
Xinjiang, saying, “even after death they are not 
permitted to rest in peace.” 
 As the world watches, another ethnic and 
cultural cleansing takes place, and the outcome 
is easy to predict. Once the genocide is settled, 
nations will take a stand once again when it is too 
late and say, "never again". This will be said for 
the “last time,” just like it was said for the “last 
time” after the Holocaust, the Rwandan Genocide, 
the Issaq Genocide, and more.
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Crow Laws, and it also ended the literacy tests 
required by several southern states. 
    Voting in America has a long, messy history. It 
is an important part of our society, and it is 
a right that many of us did not truly have until 
recently. To put time in perspective, The Beatles 
toured their Help album in the U.S. the same year 
everyone was allowed to vote without charges 
or prerequisites.  
    So, why should we vote? With the Electoral 
College, our votes shouldn’t matter, right? 
Wrong, so very very wrong! In the 2000 election 
between Al Gore and George W. Bush, the 
margin was so tiny, the vote came down to a 
recount of Florida. If a mere 600 more Floridians 
who supported Al 
Gore went to the polls that day, we would have had 
a different president.  600 may sound like a lot, 
but Florida had a population of 15.33 million people 
at the time. 600 people is nothing in retrospect. 
     A National Geographic article states, “Your 
vote may not directly elect the president, but 
if your vote joins enough others in your voting 
district or county, your vote undoubtedly 
matters.” So, do not pass the buck and just hope 
somebody else votes for you. If you have any 
opinions about the election or politics at all, you 
need to vote. 
    You matter, plain and simple. Though you may 
feel like an insignificant, nine-digit number 
within the American system, you matter.  Whether 
you are Christian, Wiccan, Caucasian, African 
American, liberal, or conservative, your 
thoughts and opinions matter.  
 As a society, we have been brainwashed into 
believing that we are just people to be sold to, 
and that any political discussion is not appropriate 
“dinner conversation.” If we as a whole continue 
to fear a new ideology or a difference in opinion, 
what hope are we to have for any future? So 
whether your vote is for Biden, Trump, or even 
Kanye West, I implore you, vote. 
You matter, plain and simple.
W  hile it was no surprise that Joe Biden would be chosen as the Democratic Nominee, his selection came during a tumultuous year. With police brutality, Covid-19, and other issues on the forefront of the American society, Joe has stepped up to the plate. While his policies on 
race relations, climate change and the Covid-19 pandemic may entice few to follow him, Joe’s real 
strength is his character and respect for the Oval Office that makes him a clear candidate to endorse.
 With the murder of George Floyd, racial inequality has become a huge topic in the election. During 
the protests, Biden urged Americans, “The moment has come for our nation to deal with systemic 
racism. We’ve heard talk before. We’ve had protests before. Let us vow to make this, at last, an era of action 
to reverse systemic racism with long overdue and concrete changes.” He has made history by choosing 
Kamala Harris, an African American woman, as his running mate. Contrary to popular belief, Biden 
urged rioters to stop looting stores, but he also called officers to stop using excessive force. Unlike 
Trump, who has made it clear that he only advocates for those who are of value to him, if elected, Biden 
plans to allocate money from police departments to community programs and social programs that 
help people with mental health and drug problems, again contrary to the belief that he wants to defund 
the police. 
 Biden plans to push a fairer tax code that taxes the nation’s highest outcomes to raise trillions of dollars 
to help the economy, specifically people and businesses who are suffering from the coronavirus. He 
vows to protect the Affordable Care Act, which the Trump Administration is currently trying to 
dismantle. If this were to happen, 23 million Americans could lose their health insurance. On climate 
change, Biden plans to rejoin the Paris Agreement and begin the mission of reaching a clean economy 
with zero emissions by 2050. The money provided for his plan would be provided by rolling back 
Trump’s tax cuts for large corporations. 
 It is possible that we could reach 400,000 deaths from the coronavirus by the end of 2020. While 
some countries have gotten over their pandemic, the number of cases and deaths is still rising in 
America, and no new restrictions have been put in place. Biden has a plan to roll out a national 
facemask mandate along with funding testing and tracing so that the economy can reopen safely. He would 
also utilize federal agencies to help hospitals with the workload, which would include activating the 
Medical Reserve Corps which would house over 200,000 capable volunteers. He wants to provide aid 
and resources to help hospital and frontline workers.
 Regarding both the issues of climate change and the coronavirus, Biden says he will trust the scientists, 
unlike Trump, who has mocked Biden for saying he will do so. America has become a joke to other 
countries as our leader continues to ignore the facts that would help end the virus sooner.
 People may say that Trump is shown in an exaggerated negative light by the media. While the media 
has the power to exaggerate everything, horrible, unpresidential things that Trump has said need 
no exaggeration. On women in general, Trump has said “I've got to use some Tic Tacs, just in case 
I start kissing her. You know I'm automatically attracted to beautiful women [...] Grab them by the 
p*****. You can do anything." To a female reporter he said, “You wouldn't have your job if you 
weren't beautiful.” On race, Trump has called Elizabeth Warren “Pocahontas” on more than one 
occasion, said that “many sides” and “both sides” were to blame after white supremacist protests in Virginia, 
along with there being “some very fine people” among the white supremacists, and most recently, he 
failed to denounce white supremacy in general after given multiple opportunities. He still supports 
Supreme Court Justice Brett Kavanaugh, even with multiple sexual assault allegations against him. This 
comes as no surprise, as the president has had 26 sexual assault allegations against him since 1970. 
Yes, all of these specific aspects speak more to Trump’s character than his political policies. However, 
America is supposed to stand for freedom. I wish that this was all politics, but it’s now moral. How 
could anyone want a leader who does not believe that every single human being deserves to be equal 
to each other, especially when no one has the power to decide their race or sex at birth? 
 Biden has life experience that helps him sympathize with all American people, not just those of his 
status. He realizes that America’s character needs to be restored. Trump continues to chant “keep 
America great,” but what greatness would we be keeping? It is clear that these past four years, particularly
2020, have gone downhill. In order to save us from this turmoil, the majority of The Sword staff backs 
Joe Biden.  
The Sword Candidate Endorsement
BY ANNA FRITZE AND HAMZA ISMAIL
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A Case For President Trump
BY ETHAN LANGEMO
W hen i volunteered to write an article about why voters should consider voting for President Donald Trump due 
to being one of the few who lean conservative on The 
Sword staff, I will admit I was a bit apprehensive. I 
was worried what people would think of me if they 
saw my name on a pro-Trump article. But, I think 
voters like you deserve to take an informed approach 
to choosing a candidate, and as a believer in free 
speech, I believe everyone has a right to have his or 
her voice heard, whether you agree with it or not. 
That being said, while I recognize he is not exactly 
an ideal candidate, even from a moderately 
conservative point of view, I am happy to offer 
considerations on why I am voting to reelect 
President Trump, and why you should too.
 A great example of President Trump’s diplomatic 
success is when he recently signed off on the 
Abraham Accords, a peace treaty between Israel 
and the nations of the United Arab Emirates (uae) 
and Bahrain, overseen by the United States, and was 
signed by the leaders of all four nations. The 
agreement seeks to take a step in peace regarding 
Israel’s relationship with the Arab nations 
surrounding it, which has been in turmoil since 
the nation declared independence in 1948. The 
goal of the treaty is to establish formal diplomatic 
relations between Israel and the other two 
countries of concern to the document. President 
Trump’s effort in this historic document has won 
him Nobel Peace Prize nominations by Norwegian 
politician Christian Tybring-Gjedde as well as 
multiple Australian professors of law. Previous to 
this success, he was also nominated for a Nobel 
Peace Prize for his diplomatic efforts between 
North and South Korea, again by Mr. Tybring-
Gjedde. He is also the first president in most of our 
lifetimes to not start a war, instead withdrawing 
troops, especially from the Middle East.
 The mainstream media has made it clear it does 
not like Trump and will do anything in its power 
to put him in a negative light. However, it has 
brought how corrupt the media is to light, as 
demonstrated by constantly beating dead horses 
such as the supposed Russian collusion, and then 
his response to the coronavirus. Though Robert 
Mueller’s investigation allegedly did find evidence 
of Russian interference in campaigns during the 
election season, there is no evidence to suggest the 
Trump campaign collaborated with these Russians 
to change the outcome of the election. And as 
far as how he treated the coronavirus, while his 
initial actions of withholding information are 
suspicious, the President’s choice to close travel 
from China proved to greatly reduce the number 
of resulting deaths in America. Also remember 
that Vice-President Biden dismissed this move 
as outrageous and xenophobic, and his plan at the 
time was to shut down the country far later than 
Trump did, which combined with not closing off 
travel would have yielded in much deadlier results 
for our country.
 President Trump’s words from the first 
presidential debate “I’ve done more for this 
country in 47 months than (Joe Biden) has done 
in 47 years” still resound with me, and it’s true. 
In his first 100 days, he signed 96 bills into order. 
Granted, the majority of them concerned already 
existing laws, but they are actions nonetheless. He 
is a man of action, in contrast to Biden who has a 
record of being ineffective. The most action Biden 
has made in his years in office has been his 1994 
crime bill, which caused a massive growth in 
numbers of correctional facilities and dis-
proportionate mass incarcerations of black 
citizens, the effects of which are still felt today. 
And he sweeps it under the rug, pretending to 
be an ally to American racial minority groups. 
Obviously, I cannot say President Trump is either, 
but to pretend that Biden is is just as much a lie.
 Another way the President has proved his 
effectiveness is in the appointing of 194 federal 
circuit judges, making up 24% of all currently 
active federal judges. This is second only to 
President Barack Obama, who appointed 312 
justices, or 39% of all currently active federal 
judges. In addition to this, he has appointed three 
great Supreme Court Justices: Justice Neil 
Gorsuch, Justice Brett Kavanaugh and Ms. Amy 
Coney Barrett. Ms. Barrett in particular has 
proved her potential worth during her trials 
of Senate questioning prior to the voting 
period, in which she professionally answered 
loaded, childish questions about her validity as 
a conservative, religious judge. Not to mention 
the famous moment where she was asked what 
notes she was using for her well thought-out and 
detailed answers - many of the questioning 
senators had their own books and notes on hand 
to reference. Her response was to hold up a blank 
notepad, proving her incredible intelligence and 
knowledge of US law.
 I’ve come to realize that if you can get past 
Trump’s antics, his immaturity on social media, 
his brashness and insults, and childish behavior at 
debates, his policies may make up for a lot of it. 
He proved to be more of an effective individual 
than anyone could have foreseen. Of course, this 
all depends on your own political opinions - this 
article is just a collection of my opinions after 
all. If you feel Biden or a third-party candidate is 
the right choice for you, vote for that candidate. 
That’s the beauty of American democracy. And be 
nice to each other.
The Pandemic’s Effect 
on Sports 
BY RENE ELIAS
C lose your eyes and try to think of the end of last year. The feeling of meeting up with your friends to watch the super 
bowl, planning whose house you are going to 
watch the big Sunday night at, or getting a group 
of friends and playing catch together outside. Fast 
forward to the end of February and the beginning 
of March when whispers of an unknown virus 
started spreading around the world. In an instant, 
our lives turned upside down with the world 
shutting down sports, colleges, and cities because of 
covid-19. In our lifetime we never experienced 
a worldwide pandemic where we cannot be around 
family members, friends, and teammates who we 
are used to seeing all the time. It feels like we took 
those moments for granted, like going to football 
games on Saturdays and doing normal college things. 
Now, like most of the country we are doing our 
duty by socially distancing ourselves to the people 
we are used to seeing all the time to help prevent 
the spread of the virus. 
 As a member of Concordia athletics, I also had 
the feeling of uncertainty like many of the athletes. 
When would sports return? Would athletes ever 
be able to play here this year? We all waited in 
hesitation of the unknown, we waited over the 
summer for news of the pandemic ending. But 
so far there is no news on the virus stopping anytime 
soon. Moving forward 7 months after the 
shutdown we still do not know what the future 
holds for sports. With all of the procedures put in 
place around the school, I do believe that 
Concordia is ready for winter sports to return. 
I believe this because these past few months we 
have watched division-1 teams being able to 
play sports around the country, as well as gyms, 
reopening and private trainers regaining the 
ability of training athletes at all levels. I am 
confident in our school officials and leaders that 
we can have a safe season and get the joy from 
seeing our school teams play again. With that 
being said none of us has the answers of what is 
best to do in this type of situation. Since we are 
in unprecedented times and this is going to be 
our new “normal,” I believe that the Concordia 
community will rally together and endure 
this crazy time in history together. Sports will 
eventually go on, and I think sports will get us 
through this time when we can finally get a slice 
of normalcy that we are all craving.
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Peekers: The Underground Community of CSP 
Anti-Maskers
BY RYAN SKILLE
B y now, anyone attending face-to-face classes at Concordia, Saint Paul is aware of the mask mandate. All individuals, whether students, faculty, or visitors, must always be wearing a face mask whenever they are inside any building at csp. There are some exceptions, such as 
inside one’s own dormitory or in certain specified practice rooms in the Buetow Music Building, but 
for the most part, everyone is doing their part to keep the people around them safe.
    However, there are some individuals who have decided to take matters into their own hands. These 
people are not afraid of showing a little nostril. These individuals are law-abiding citizens that are 
aware that masks are required by the administration on campus, and they will be in trouble if they 
do not comply. Nevertheless, these students have found a loophole. Two, in fact. Individuals like 
these have been identified by the only term that effectively encompasses their behavior: “Peekers.”
    Peekers are students who wear their masks low enough so that it covers their mouth but not their 
nose, so that it “peeks” out from behind the mask. There has been speculation as to whether these 
students are simply too lazy to pull their mask up, or if the placement is a deliberate attempt to make 
a political statement. We reached out to one of these alleged “Peekers” for comment.
    Josiah Sandcork, a well-known student in the Lutheran Classroom Teacher program and active 
Peeker said this about his feelings of the seriousness of the pandemic: “I will take and follow the 
advice of the medical experts when they say something is serious. However, I do not trust the media 
portrayal of how deadly the virus is. The fact that the virus has become political gives me no faith 
in the media to portray it accurately.” Sandcork then details multiple individuals in his personal life 
who have tested positive for covid-19 and experienced little to no severe symptoms or only a few 
non-severe symptoms. “The media only reports the worst of things.” Sandcork mentions. “Heart 
disease caused obesity is one of the leading causes of death in the country and you don’t see the 
media using cardiovascular problems to their advantage.”
    When asked about his opinion on the effectiveness of masks, Sandcork replied, “To me, the masks 
are more political than they are a factor in trying to slow the spread of the virus. If that were the case, 
there would not be such division on something as simple as a mask. If they save lives, then let’s do it. 
Period.” Sandcork then compares the mandating of masks to keeping a bird in a cage. “If you asked that 
bird [whether it would prefer freedom or safety], it would say freedom. Why? It’s in a cage where 
nothing can hurt it. But it would rather take the risk of flying than living its life with no freedom where 
safety is guaranteed.” 
    Sandcork raises what some would consider a lot of good questions about the politicizing of simple 
safety measures, the bias of the media, and the right for one to choose their own freedom or safety. 
However, the Center for Disease Control and Prevention, along with Dr. Anthony Fauci, “the world's 
10th most cited hiv/aids researcher from 1996 through 2006, the recipient of numerous prestigious 
awards, and who holds 38 honorary doctoral degrees from universities all over the world,” disagree 
(harvard.edu). The cdc states, “While people who are sick or know that they have covid-19 should 
isolate at home, covid-19 can be spread by people who do not have symptoms and do not know that 
they are infected. That’s why it’s important for everyone to practice social distancing (staying at least 6 
feet away from other people) and wear cloth face coverings in public settings. Cloth face coverings 
provide an extra layer to help prevent the respiratory droplets from traveling in the air and onto 
other people” (cdc.gov). Dr Fauci says, “We usually say that regular particles from coughing and 
sneezing that are greater than 5 micrometers fall to the ground within three to six feet, but what 
you find out from aerosol particle scholars is they say, ‘You know, there are particles that are larger 
than that that are floating around a lot longer and don’t always fall to the ground. The notion is 
something we need to reexamine. The one thing it really does tell us that you really better wear a 
mask” (ama-assn.org). 
    There’s also the fact the severeness of covid can vary, especially when it comes to age. The cdc 
says, “Among adults, the risk for severe illness from covid-19 increases with age, with older adults 
at highest risk. Severe illness means that the person with covid-19 may require hospitalization, 
intensive care, or a ventilator to help them breathe, or they may even die.” So yes, many students 
at Concordia are at lower risk of having severe symptoms if they contract covid, but what about 
our and our classmates’ older family members? What about our professors? Doctors are straight up 
telling us that masks save lives, and even if it isn’t a life, it’s a lot of discomfort, time, and money. 
That’s not political, it’s facts. Wear a mask.
Does Social Media 
Have an Effect on the 
Elections?
BY KALYNA XIONG
T he time to vote is coming as elections are just around the corner. Not everyone is interested in politics, I get it, but it is 
important to choose someone who we think is fit 
to lead our country. Growing up, I was able to keep 
up with the elections due to school and my parents, 
who watched the news. Nowadays, we can just look 
online and see news on social media. However, 
how effective is social media when it comes to the 
election process?
 When registration came around, many social 
networking sites inserted a small pop-up at the 
top of the page asking, “Are you registered yet?” 
followed by a link that led to the voters registration 
page. At first, I would shrug it off telling myself I 
would do it later. However, as days passed, I would 
go to bed every night forgetting to register. With 
that, it did not seem social media was helpful. 
However, many celebrities and influencers decided 
to use social media to their advantage and 
encouraged their followers to register and vote, 
from actress Lili Reinhart to Korean-American 
K-pop singer Eric Nam. Those who were devout 
followers would probably listen and do it 
automatically, but in some other cases people 
would use these as constant reminders to actually 
register (like me).
 Life gets busy and we cannot always keep up 
with election updates. I admit, I’ve missed the 
debates on television. Part of it is because I am 
busy, but personally, I am also not very interested 
in politics, so it is difficult to sit in front of the 
television for an hour or two as I feel time drags 
on for an eternity. However, there are always clips 
of the debates circulating around the internet. 
Watching short clips for a couple hours may seem 
like no different from watching the actual thing, 
but time seems to move faster watching multiple 
five minute clips compared to watching one that is 
an hour or so.
 If watching clips get too tiresome, then Instagram 
and Twitter are my go-to-apps. I found Instagram 
to be helpful as users condensed all of the main 
points made by each candidate and inserted them 
within the ten photo limit. It was made to go 
through quickly. Twitter has the beauty of creating 
threads where users can compile all of the updates 
under one chain of tweets. 
 As effective as social media can be for the 
elections, it only works when I surround myself 
with those who do care about it and posts about 
it, or when I decide to take the initiative myself 
to actually look-up information. Other than that, 
social media is catered for our interests and if we 
show no interest in the elections, it may never show 
up in our feed at all. 
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A Risky Attempt at 
Protecting Students:
Concordia’s Plan for the 
Holidays during Predicted 
Covid-19 Spike
BY MARYKATE FENSTERMAKER
A s of october 14th, the covid-19 death toll in the United States surpassed 216 thousand. As my initial shock passed, 
I feared for what is to come. As our weather 
becomes colder and the holidays begin, there is a 
predicted surge of Covid cases. According to CDC 
Minnesota statistics, it is predicted that in the 
next few months, there will be about 15 deaths a 
day, with a steady rise every week. It would be 
dangerous to have students return to campus 
between Thanksgiving and Christmas break as it 
would increase the spread of covid-19. 
 Many universities have recognized these 
alarming statistics, responding by implementing 
an online model for the three weeks between 
Thanksgiving and winter break. Following winter 
break and the end of the semester, in person-
classes will resume, with the hope that covid-19 
cases will remain low after socialization and 
travel. Unfortunately, Concordia has decided not 
to follow this model which poses the threat of an 
increased number of cases on campus leading up 
to Christmas. Along with increased socialization 
over the next two months, as well as colder weather 
and other seasonal illnesses, reports show that we 
are about to face a very difficult holiday season. 
 Other schools such as the University of 
Minnesota [Twin Cities] will be going remote 
after Thanksgiving break. Although enrollment 
is much higher than Concordia, an enrollment 
rate of 52 thousand, this will give students the 
opportunity to complete final exams at home and 
return to campus with less worry of getting 
infected. Here at Concordia, the plan is to have a 
four-day Thanksgiving break followed by a three-
week Christmas break. In between, we will resume 
in-person classes for three weeks. As much as I 
love gift giving, the lobby Christmas tree, and a 
Bear Mint Mocha from Comet’s Café, staying in-
person after Thanksgiving could impact students 
and their families. If someone were to contract 
covid-19 during a turkey dinner, return to campus 
without knowing, and infect other students, those 
students could also unknowingly return home 
for Christmas with the risk of severely infecting a 
family member. It is shown that after recognizing 
the covid-19 symptoms, which can take up to 
two weeks, the average person needs two weeks 
to recover. Ideally, Thanksgiving break would last 
two or more weeks; however, this is not realistic 
as the calendar is already set in place.
 As much as we enjoy Minnesota, the cold 
Halloween in Quarantine: 
A Step By Step Guide to an 
Awfully Amazing            
Halloween! 
BY ALEXANDRIA GOSEN
C ovid sucks, especially if you are quarantined on campus. Now, sadly, you can't celebrate with your friends because 
somebody decided not to follow protocol, but we 
don’t name names here. Just because you’re all by 
your lonesome, you don’t have to be sad! Here’s how 
to have a super funky Halloween all by yourself:
 Step one: You cannot truly have fun alone, but 
you don’t want to kill anybody, or at least you 
shouldn’t. The solution is this: get a Ouija Board! 
Though normally played with many people, Oujia 
is a great way to communicate with those who 
are already dead, and therefore cannot contract 
the disease. Likewise, you might meet someone 
interesting to write your history paper on, and 
that’s just snazzy. 
    Step Two: Now that you’ve got the dead to make 
the night come alive, make a huge batch of 
Halloween-themed cupcakes for your new dead 
friends. Proceed to eat them all, because ghosts can’t 
eat, and that was low-key disrespectful. Author’s 
Note: Whilst hosting a seance, it is important to 
stay hydrated! Make yourself either a piping hot 
cup of cider or spike your own cauldron! Either 
way, a hydrated soul is less likely to be possessed, 
I think.  
 Great! Now that you’re well fed, hydrated, and 
surrounded by dead people, it’s time to move to 
step three: have a costume contest. Gather a 
bunch of scrap material for you and your ghostly 
ghoul friends, and give everyone thirty seconds 
to create a costume! You will most likely win, 
because ghosts have no physical form, and 
therefore anything they attempt to create will 
inevitably fail miserably.  Congratulations, you 
have won the costume contest by default! How 
awesome for you. But, the night is still young, and 
you are still contagious!  
 Now, step four is a great opportunity to watch 
a movie with everybody. May I suggest the Patrick 
Swayze classic film: Ghost? Although, this might 
inspire your new friends to create some epic pottery, 
and that’s a total mess. Do not watch Poltergeist, 
it will inspire your friends to turn on you. You’ve 
been warned. 
 Finally, the fifth step of your awesome solo 
Halloween party: close the ouija board! Say 
goodbye! If you don’t you have released something 
on campus, and the cdc has not truly confirmed 
ghosts can’t carry the coronavirus, and the whole 
point here is to not pass it to others. 
    See, it’s possible to have fun by yourself, and not 
drown in the silence of your own inner thoughts 
and personal demons. Have a Happy Halloween! 
The Presidential and 
Vice-Presidential Debates
BY ETHAN LANGEMO
F or those of you who did not watch the debate, it does not take a lot to describe what the whole ordeal was like. It was a 
trainwreck. Between President Trump’s constant 
interruptions that eventually managed to draw 
even the well-tempered Vice President Joe Biden 
into outbursts and the Vice President’s incoherent 
and garbled remarks, the whole ordeal felt more 
like an mma match with the moderator/referee 
trying and failing to produce a good clean fight. 
Frankly, I’m not sure what people were expecting to 
see. I don’t think anyone expected it to be a smooth, 
respectful event (especially knowing President 
Trump’s tendency to constantly be on the offense), 
but I also don’t think anyone expected it to get that 
bad. It got the point where the moderator said “you 
weather poses a challenge for us. When students 
gather inside, it is much harder for particles to 
disperse, which increases the chance of spreading 
the virus. December through February are 
typically our coldest months, and we will not get 
the opportunity to gather outside nor will we 
welcome outdoor airflow within the classroom 
which would help disperse particles. Furthermore, 
October is the beginning of flu season. The 
combination of the flu and covid-19 will overwhelm 
the already struggling healthcare system. If you 
are infected with one, it is shown that you are much 
more prone to getting the other. 
 With all the information we have on this virus, 
the plan Concordia currently has could expose 
students to covid-19. In addition, the cold weather 
and flu season poses a greater risk to our health 
and that of our relatives. It makes sense to have 
more time away from campus around the holidays; 
this gives us additional time to spend with families 
as well as less worry after return. 
It got to the point where the 
moderator said 'you two 
know you're talking at the 
same time, right?' instantly 
causing my roommates and I 
watching the debate to burst 
into laughter.
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Masking Procedures During Practices
BY RYAN SKILLE
C ompetitions for ncaa sports are still canceled due to covid-19, but that does not stop csp’s sports teams from 
practicing. Many sports, such as track and field 
and women’s soccer, are still in their own personal/
professional practices with one another. Concordia’s 
previously co-ed sports teams are now gender 
separated due to covid-19.
A sports team that is practicing and adhering 
to the covid-19 guidelines is csp’s women’s 
soccer. The women’s soccer team practiced in 
separate small groups working together while 
maintaining distance from others outside of their 
little pods prior to covid testing. After covid 
testing was implemented, they all were allowed 
to be in contact with each other when practicing 
with consistent sanitizing of equipment after each use.
Jena Berkland is a junior on the soccer team 
who is majoring in exercise science. She has been 
playing soccer for three years at csp. Berkland 
states, “Soccer is currently running normal contact 
practices. We are just wearing masks when 
possible and sanitizing equipment as efficiently 
as possible in addition to testing 25% of players 
and staff every two weeks.” Berkland shares 
this information accentuating the importance 
of health and safety on the team. The team is 
continuing to help prevent the spread of the virus.
The administrators are currently working on 
having professional, full contact, practices for 
all. Another example of a sport that’s currently 
practicing is the csp track & field teams. 
They are currently keeping both men and women 
separate when practicing. In addition, they are 
also assigned small pods for each track & field 
event category.  
Tara Doherty is a third year and exercise 
science major as well. This is her second year on 
the track & field csp team. Doherty said, “Our 
practices are a bit different this year since we are 
separating the men’s and women’s teams and are 
in pods throughout practice.” Doherty expresses 
how different this year is with practices because 
they have to wear face masks when they are not 
performing their tasks.
Track & field athletes are wearing their face 
masks when they are practicing together, 
unless they are performing alone before or after 
sanctioned practices. Even during warm-up laps, 
in between reps, and throughout short sprints, 
athletes are expected to keep their masks up. 
Tara said, “We are not in our contact phase, and 
we wear masks for the entirety of this practice, 
unless we are doing individual workouts such as 
sprinting or dynamic warmups.” She continues 
with, “We divide into pods for practices, each pod 
has their own lane while doing sprinting events, 
and we warm up 6 feet apart from each other.”
While sport practices are important for these 
hardworking student athletes, they are now also 
keeping up to date with their social distance 
guidelines and remembering to wear face masks 
as much as possible.
Winter Sports.
Photo Credit: Rene Elias
two know you’re talking at the same time, right?” 
instantly causing my roommates and I watching 
the debate to burst into laughter. Of course, the 
moderator eventually was drawn into the chaos 
and there were several moments where all three 
individuals were trying to talk on top of each other.
 Even the debate analysts afterwards were 
stunned and disappointed by what the evening 
turned out to be. While both made some decent 
points, those points were lost to viewers due to 
the candidates’ behaviors. My guess is that 
anyone who was playing a debate drinking game 
that night probably got absolutely sloshed. It 
really makes you realize the silliness of it all. The 
Presidential Debate is supposed to be something 
people look forward to to decide who they think 
the ideal candidate is, not something they look 
forward to because they know they will have far 
too many drinks. It has become entertainment, a 
scary reflection of the state of American politics.
The Vice-Presidential debate, on the other hand, 
was relatively watchable. Then there was the third 
star of the show: the fly that landed on Vice-
President Mike Pence’s head. One of my roommates 
thought it got stuck in his hair gel when it 
landed, but it flew away after he was finished 
answering the question. Again, it’s telling when you 
find more interest in the stupid stuff that happens 
during the debate rather than the debate itself.
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SPORTS
CSP Lifting During 
Covid
BY ISABELLE D’BURKE
Football Practices Back in Action
BY RENE ELIAS
Football Practice Resuming.
Photo Credit: Rene Elias
A fter hearing a constant silence coming from Seafoam Stadium for such a long time, the sound of whistles, the clashing of pads, and the smell of hard work is refreshing. Football practices for Concordia are back in action. Those familiar fall sounds are welcoming to the 
ear as much for the people passing by as for the athletes and coaches. The brisk weather rounds out 
the whole atmosphere. 
After much waiting and a lot of uncertainty, practices for the football team are finally allowed to 
start back up. This fall sport was cancelled in early August due to the pandemic, which left many 
athletes hurt, longing for a season of competition. Suiting back up for practices brings many mixed 
emotions. On one hand, each practice is an opportunity to get better, but on the other hand, the 
loss of a season is felt each time the cleats are laced up for a practice that does not work towards an 
upcoming game. 
Excitement and eagerness are still running high with the knowledge that even practicing is a blessing 
in such unpredictable times. During practices, the athletes are determined to perfect their craft 
looking ahead to upcoming seasons. A drill that brings a lot of energy and gets the players excited is 
the 7v7 drill. During this drill, teammates go up against each other in order to sharpen not only their 
own skills, but the skills of their teammates as well. This drill provides a competitive environment for 
the players that won’t get to play in any competitive games this fall. It provides a game-like situation 
to the athletes in order to amplify their competitive edge as well as sharper their situational play. 
The players on the csp football team want to take the field to play and compete as much as spectators 
want to fill the stands, but in a time such as now, being able to practice is a win in and of itself. 
Hopefully, with all of the safety precautions in place, soon, the whistles and pads clashing will be 
paired with a full stadium of eager fans and competitive play for the athletes.
W hile many things have changed during the pandemic, csp athletes are lucky to have the ability to lift. 
However, that does come with many changes. 
Upon entering the APC, a staff member waits 
to check temperatures and make sure the daily 
screening (a list of questions that ask about covid 
symptoms) for each individual is completed. Sports 
teams have been split into at least four pods, and if 
the team is too large for four pods, they have to 
split up into separate time slots as well. Athletes 
are not allowed to cross between pods, and after 
every use, the apc staff sprays down bars, plates, 
benches, the floor, the turf, and washes resistance 
bands with soap and disinfectant.
Assistant lifting coach Michael Tucker had 
some valuable comments when asked about the 
changes. With all the changes that were made, 
people tend to focus on the present instead of 
all of the work that was put into getting there. 
The coaches at the apc had to plan summer 
lifting a month in advance to make sure training 
was safe. In response to the summer training, 
Tucker said, “We had summer procedures, which 
had flaws, but it was a learning experience. After 
re-evaluating our procedures before the school 
year, we’re finally in a groove and are doing things 
correctly.” Not only did the changes take time to 
plan, but the daily work adds on to the coaches’ 
schedules. Tucker explained that “the extra 
cleaning added five minutes per group, times 10 
groups. So, it added 50 minutes to an hour each 
day. Now we have big sprayers that make it easier 
to spray and that cuts it down 20 minutes per 
day. It’s just a learning process seeing how to 
make cleaning more efficient.” 
As everything in life, this was just another 
learning experience that took time to really get 
right and perfect. After hearing Tucker explain 
all of the procedures and extra time they put 
into cleaning the facility, it is clear to see how 
much the coaches care about their athletes. Even 
though Tucker doesn’t think that we will ever go 
back to “normal,” he believes we will get close. 
Ultimately, Tucker explained that “no matter 
how you feel about the pandemic, the main goal 
is to create a safe environment where you can 
still enhance your performance. This has been 
a learning experience, but it has By Isabelle 
D’Burkereally made relationships stronger. This 
is a great opportunity to become family again.” 
Just like the rest of the staff at csp, it is clear 
that amidst the changes, creating an ideal, safe, 
environment for the students is the apc coaches’ 
number one priority. 
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SPORTS
eSports Thrive Despite 
the Pandemic
BY RYAN SKILLE
W hile the majority of the sports teams at Concordia, Saint Paul are struggling to find ways to safely compete in the midst of the pandemic, there is one section of sports that is thriving: 
electronic sports, or eSports. ESports are competitive video games. Coaches 
organize teams, hold practices, and participate in competitions just like regular 
sports. However, eSports are perfectly fit to be done socially distanced and 
therefore have been surviving during the pandemic.
The csp eSports program has five different teams, each specializing 
in their own video game: League of Legends, a team war strategy game; 
Hearthstone, an online card-based game reminiscent of Pokémon or Magic; 
The Gathering: Overwatch, a team-based game centered around objective 
play and strategy; Super Smash Bros Ultimate, a 1v1 fighting game in which 
you try to knock out your opponent; and finally, Rocket League, which can 
only be described as team member Collin Warren puts it, “It’s like soccer 
but with cars and you can fly.”
Most teams practice one to three times per week for a total of around 
five hours. Competitive games against other schools are streamed online 
at twitch.tv/CSPBears one or two times per week. The League of Legends 
team is in their offseason currently, but the other four teams are actively 
training and competing.
Although the eSports program may not have been affected by covid-19, 
the team is still facing some changes. The eSports program at csp is still 
only a couple years old, and on top of that, they are always recruiting new 
members. Richard Mahle, an Overwatch starter, states, “Working with the 
team feels great. Sure, we have some stuff to work through, but having four 
new members can cause some chaos with teamwork.”
Finally, we need to answer the big question on everyone’s minds: Are we 
winning? Matthew Walker, a member of both the Overwatch team and the 
Smash Ultimate team, gives a full run-down of the teams’ potentials by 
stating, “The entire program is doing alright.” He continues with, “Hearthstone 
is doing very well and will make playoffs. Smash has the chance to pull 
back hard and continue on. Rocket League is finding their groove again 
and could make playoffs, and Overwatch needs to pull out some big wins 
coming up to make playoffs, but it’s still doable. Every team has a decent 
ability to make playoffs in their tournaments but will need to continue to 
work hard to do so.”
Tournaments are intense, entertaining, and are a welcome break from 
the dreariness of mid-pandemic everyday life. If you or your friends have 
a free evening, consider checking the eSports schedule on their Twitch to 
enjoy yourselves as well as support your fellow students.
CSP Athletics on
How to Be an Antiracist
BY ISABELLA D’BURKE
I n light of recent events this past August, the head track coach, Sam Johnson, and the head baseball coach, Neil Lerner, decided to lead a voluntary staff development series for the athletic staff at csp. 
The development series was based on a book suggestion by Lerner, How 
to Be an Antiracist written by Ibram X. Kendi. The program consisted of 
about 20 athletic staff members at csp who were willing to read through 
the book. Johnson and Lerner split the book up into three parts and based 
their meetings on those sections. The group then met over Zoom to have 
small group discussions led by the two men. Dr. Thomas Saylor took the 
lead on creating discussion questions such as, “What does it mean to 
racialize behavior and in what ways is this important?” While their last 
meeting isn’t until Thursday October 22nd, Coach Sam Johnson believes 
that there have been some great discussions so far. 
Johnson explained that the book revealed historical context on how race 
has been created into a social construct over time. He continued by saying 
that the book revolved around this idea that those who build a hierarchy 
of power always place themselves at the top. This concept is applicable 
towards the racial construct as people across history have then used that 
idea to justify the subjection of a different race. 
The book sparked many discussions about society’s current habits and 
lifestyles. The group discussed societal problems and how to better identify 
solutions rather than complaining about problems and not acting on those 
issues to make a change. The group also discussed how to better serve the 
Concordia campus and student athletes at csp. While racism isn’t an easy 
topic, the group has identified that it is a discussion that needs to happen.   
The conclusion? Johnson believes that solutions come from meeting 
people where they’re at. People are on vastly different understandings, 
and they come from many different frames of reference. If you want to create 
change and have a meaningful relationship with someone, you have to 
meet someone where they’re at and then work forward towards a solution 
and understanding. We have to be prepared to talk about things that are 
difficult to talk about. 
Overall, Johnson said that it was nice to talk to staff members about 
something other than athletics. This book was an opportunity for staff 
to get a sense of where everyone’s hearts are at, and it showed how much 
people care. Johnson said that “this book has challenged me to be open 
to multiple points of view and try to come up with an understanding 
that takes in everything instead of one experience or set of data.” Finally, 
Johnson said that these meetings allowed him to grow his relationships 
beyond workplace environments. 
This book has challenged me to be open to 
multiple points of view and try to come up 
with an understanding that takes in everything 
instead of one experience or set of data.
14 THE SWORD NEWSPAPER
OCTOBER 2020  VO LUME 59 | I S S U E 2
The Carnegies
BY ALEXANDRIA GOSEN
O ctober 10 was a great night for North St. Paul resident Susan Chicone. Chicone celebrated her 37th birthday in her backyard with the featured group of the night: The Carnegies. The Carnegies 
is a local band that has been playing together since 2011. The band includes 
a group of ridiculously talented musicians featuring Roman Mars, bass guitar 
and vocals; Royce Mars, guitar and vocals; Donovan Eidem, guitar and vocals; 
and Brandon Cox, drums.  On that Saturday night, they packed up all their 
rehearsal equipment and brought it to Chicone’s backyard: a small, but quaint 
location. The band set up on the deck. While their space was small, their sound 
and energy was huge.  And, like true professionals, they carried on and coped 
with the few weather induced technical difficulties they had to face. 
 As this event was a private party, there was not a large crowd. At most, 
there were about 25 people there, give or take. Even so, everyone was full 
of energy and took to the band quite well. The birthday girl got on stage, 
and she had a great time vibing with the band. Guitarist, vocalist, and csp 
sophomore Donovan Eidem spoke briefly about the show, discussing the 
band's joy to be out playing again, and that it was an intimate party where 
the band personally knew most of the guests. 
 Eidem also opened up about being in a local band, he stated, “It’s really 
cool because being in a band you get to meet a bunch of other bands. I feel 
like being in a local band has a lot of comradery…” Eidem continued to 
talk about the fellowship within local music circles and also mentioned the 
learning opportunities to such ties. 
 The Carnegies have a pretty unique sound, and when asked to describe 
it, Eidem said, “ I don’t really know how to describe it. It’s sorta like indie 
rock, but it's also underground. It's a mixed bag more or less.” With all original 
songs, there is a sound for everybody, and all of them are great to groove to!  
    Having performed at local parties and local clubs, the future of The Carnegies 
looks promising. In the words of Eidem, “Right now it looks promising, I 
think we’ll have an underground cult following or something like that. I feel 
like we’re one of those bands that would get popular in Japan or some 
European country before America. [...] I see us thriving at festivals, and I 
mean some of the songs we’ve been writing have radio potential, and we’re 
planning on sending those to radios all over the world.” 
 The Carnegies is planning on dropping a new album entitled Lately, which 
Eidem described as a concept album that is “reflective on the times.” Lately 
is expected to drop in March 2021.  In the meantime, anyone interested in 
checking them out can find their first album, No Signs of Warning on all 
streaming services, or, to keep updated with performances, find them on 
Facebook and Instagram.
ARTS & VARIETY
T enet takes the cgi, the fast paced action scenes, musical scores, and the mind bending science from Inception and raises it to another level. Tenet synopsis starts off with a raid on an opera 
house in Ukraine to obtain an artifact by the protagonist, a cia agent and 
lead character of the film played by John David Washington. As the raid 
on the opera house is going on, the protagonist notices a masked soldier 
“un-fire” a bullet, and is then captured by Russian gangsters who test him; 
his team is dead and the artifact is lost. The protagonist comes to realize 
that he is employed by Tenet, a secret organization with one goal in mind: 
the salvation of humanity from interference from the future. He is later 
joined by Neil, played by Robert Pattinson, as they find the Algorithm: 
nine sets of equations stored in the past by Tenet. They receive aid from 
Katherine Barton, the unfortunate wife of the main antagonist of the film: 
a Russian mob boss Andrei Sator, played by Kenneth Branagh. 
    Tenet is a film that takes the various elements of Inception to a grander 
scale. Action scenes in Tenet lack the gravity defying signature of 
Inception, but it has backward fighting scenes, courtesy of the film’s new 
concept: reversed entropy. The film centers around reversed entropy, 
which allows characters to move backwards and even back in time, which 
leads to some fantastic, although confusing choreography. Tenet's focus 
on physics and exploring those rules is a signature of Christopher Nolan’s 
directing. However, while Inception’s rules are laid out earlier on, the 
Protagonist learns along with the audience the science behind reversed 
entropy, unlike Inception, where Arthur, played by Leonardo Dicaprio, 
reviews the physics of dream building first, and adding the wrinkles and 
various levels later on. The musical score is intended to hype up the 
action scenes, but it does the job a little too well. The loud sound effects 
and music drowns out the dialogue being carried out, which is a shame 
since the plot and worldbuilding are explained via dialogue, another 
characteristic of Christopher Nolan’s screenwriting. It can get a bit 
overwhelming, I was wincing certain parts of the film as loud gunfire and 
rumbling machinery filled the theater. 
 All of this serves to grander production to a great premise, hence the 
225$ million dollar budget. The 225 million dollar budget was the most 
money spent on a Christopher Nolan film, and the size of the budget could 
be seen from the movie effects: birds flapping their wings, bullets refiring 
and entering back into the gun, and cars driving in reverse, all effects seen 
and shown splendia as The Protagonist and Neil go through reverse entropy. 
The delay of the film and rushed production due to the covid-19 pandemic 
might be a factor. With more time to develop and rewrite the script, it 
would’ve helped with the over bearing sounds and stale dialogue. 
 Overall, this film is a science fiction action thriller with a very deep and 
intertwined plot. Because of the pure focus on the science fiction and 
thriller aspects, this film does fall relatively short on the character dynamics 
as they do seem stale. I was left wondering why certain characters cared 
so much about Elizabeth Debicki’s charecter. There are scenes of violence 
along with domestic abuse scenes, so be warned and ready. Other than 
that, Tenet is a good film that speclaizes in delivering hardcore action with 
mind blowing physics that’ll make you want to watch the film again.
Movie Review: Tenet
BY HAMZA ISMAIL
It's really cool because being in a band you 
get to meet a bunch of other bands. I feel like 
being in a local band has a lot of comradery...
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Zoom-Based Opera for 
Preschoolers
BY RYAN SKILLE
M ost readers, seeing the title of this article, may think that this is a satire based on how ridiculous schools have had to get to reach their students during the pandemic. It may be surprising to learn 
that this is not satire at all. Zoom-based opera for preschoolers is a legitimate 
activity that Opera Lafayette in Washington, D.C. is offering over Zoom, and 
it has gained recent attraction as its popularity has started to soar.
 Titled, Opera Starts with Oh!, the event aimed at children, ages four to 
seven, is held weekly with new guest speakers appearing each month. Emma 
Jaster, internationally trained director, choreographer, and teaching artist 
leads the half-hour long sessions and then assigns at-home activities for each 
student to continue working on throughout the week. “What’s a fun way to 
take what we’ve learned and make it something that these children will do 
and be engaged with beyond and outside of this 30 minutes?” Jaster asked 
the Washington Post. “As a parent, 30 minutes is not a lot of the time that I 
actually need to occupy from my child’s day. So the more the children that can 
be inspired to take this along and then go and make their own performance 
for all of their stuffed animals — that’s where I want to be.” 
 For Jaster, the movement and activeness of the music is just as important as
the artistic aspect. “I’m a movement director and choreographer; that’s how 
I came to opera,” says Jaster, “But I have a 5-year-old and I live and witness 
every day how much children need to move their bodies. Now that we’re 
mostly confined to the same places every day, our bodies start to sink and 
settle into smaller and smaller habits.” Instead of just sitting and listening 
to the music, Jaster has the students dancing, doing vocal exercises, and 
performing functional exercises for different musical instruments.
 The instructors seem to do an excellent job of keeping the lessons simple 
and interesting as opposed to getting bogged down by the complexity of the 
art form. “You think, ‘Oh, opera. How on Earth are we gonna get them to 
engage?’” says Michael Tooke, a grandfather of one of the students in a post-
workshop talk-back. “But rather than trying to figure out who Lucia was and 
why her brother didn’t like her, they give the basic elements of movement, 
emotion, dance and how much fun it is to play an instrument. Very, very 
simple. It’s been very rewarding for our girls.” It has even inspired some 
students to seriously pick up instruments to try to follow paths of their own. 
Helen, one of the students, stated, “I think I want to play the violin” at the end 
of one of the sessions.
 Perhaps this ridiculous sounding by-product of the covid-19 pandemic 
is actually a legitimate way for young children to easily get involved in a rich 
and historic artform from the comfort of their very own home. After all, who 
are we to say that any method of teaching is inferior to any other?
ARTS & VARIETY
C alling all artists or anyone who has an interest in music production at Concordia! CSP now has a recording studio on campus available to students. According to Dr. Klein, “The studio 
includes a variety of microphones to choose from, a 16 channel digital 
mixer, professional-level recording software like Logic Pro, a high-quality 
keyboard that records directly into the digital audio workstation, and space 
designated for isolated recording. The studio is open for any current student 
to use after completing an orientation session that can be scheduled through 
the music department.” It is a truly exciting addition to campus. 
 While speaking to students on campus, I ran across a freshman by the name 
of Ameer Storay. She said “I’m excited to have access to such an essential 
resource for my future career at my school, as well as having the opportunity 
to learn about all of the different areas of music that I have never seen before. 
This allows me to be able to grow into the artist that I have been dreaming 
about for the last six years and want to become in the future. It builds new 
pathways for students never before seen and it is nice to know that the school 
believes in artists like myself. I am excited to complete the orientation and 
be able to use the studio”.  Dr. Klein states “The csp Recording Studio offers 
students a place where they can make professional-level recordings.” As you 
walk into the room you are greeted with sound panel covered walls and all the 
equipment needs to start recording. For more information contact Dr. 
Murray at murray@csp.edu.
CSP’s New Recording Studio 
BY RENE ELIAS 
A re you an artist?  Do you know others who perhaps are?  Or do you simply have a genuine appreciation for the traditional 
and modern art alike?  Well, chances are you 
may have heard that this year, due to no other 
than the coronavirus pandemic, long-held art 
festivals in the twin cities such as the St. Paul Art 
Crawl and the Art-a-Whirl in Minneapolis have 
been moved to all virtual formats.                            
 For the St. Paul Art Crawl, which will take 
place April 24-26 2021, will be held on the 
St. Paul Art Crawl 
BY BRITTANY MCCARTY
Photo Credit: Rene Elias
Facebook platform.  Here, artists can post work 
for sale, musicians livestream, and viewers can 
create “watch parties” with friends.  While they 
scroll through the page, people will be able to 
see the paintings hung in various artists’ homes.      
 The Minneapolis Art-a-Whirl will take place 
May 14-16, 2021, but instead of Facebook, this 
art festival will be held on the Northeast Minneapolis 
Arts Association website (nemaa).  Normally, 
the Art-a-Whirl would open 60 locations, 
featuring approximately 800 artists and this year 
also celebrating its 25th anniversary.  But now, 
the virtual event becomes an “online promotion 
of the arts community in northeast Minneapolis, 
coupled with resources and training for members
to develop, or further develop, their online 
presence,” nemaa president Brian Burke said in 
a statement posted to the association’s website.
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H as a book ever changed your life? Maybe it inspired you to become a better person, or perhaps it gave you motivation to get through the day. The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society 
by Mary Ann Shaffer and Annie Barrows shows how one book can change 
everything. Set in 1946, the characters reflect on World War II, and how 
a book club and community kept them alive. Two things that can help us 
through any struggle are books and fellowship, the characters say.
 Mary Ann Shaffer was an editor and librarian who first had her inspiration 
for this novel in 1980, but never finished it before her passing in 2008. Her 
niece, Annie Barrows, completed it for her. Barrows is also the author of 
The Truth According to Us and a children’s series.
 The title is a mouthful, but the writing style is unique too. The novel is 
made up of hundreds of letters between a dozen relatable, lovable characters. 
Through these letters, the reader gains an understanding of history on 
a personal level, as the letters describe day to day life on the beautiful 
English Channel island of Guernsey during the German occupation. 
The novel’s main character, Juliet Ashton, is determined to write an article 
about the group of people connected to her by a single book. During the 
occupation, it was illegal for residents of Guernsey to have livestock. They 
grew potatoes and survived off of those. All hope of finding any happiness 
during the war was gone. Survival through the winter appeared impossible 
until a small group of regular people decided to break the rules. To avoid 
discovery, they created The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society. 
Books connected them and gave them something to be happy about during 
the occupation. As the novel progresses, Juliet slowly uncovers the mystery 
of the society’s missing founder, Elizabeth, a forbidden love, and a daughter 
left behind. Stories told out of order combine to show all sides of the war, 
the grotesque cloud and the silver lining. 
 My favorite part of the book, however, is the founding family side-plot. 
Juliet Ashton is a vibrant character, and is also an orphan. The reader 
cannot help but feel the same excitement she feels as she finds the family 
she never had. Although the novel is written as a series of letters and 
telegrams, each letter is written to show not only plot, but also characters, 
their personalities, and their stories. Juliet finds more than a story on the 
island of Guernsey, proving even more that one book can change everything.
 The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society is more than a work 
of historical fiction. It tells a story of human nature, the power of books, 
and has a character every reader swears they have met before. I would 
recommend this book to readers who want a good laugh, who want to read 
desperate, side-plot romance, and who call themselves history buffs. The 
novel captures the little light that kept people going without erasing or 
glorifying the heavy war topics.
 One of my favorite teachers recommended The Guernsey Literary and 
Potato Peel Pie Society to me before the pandemic hit. It quickly became the 
book I have read countless times, and the Netflix movie adaption became 
my go-to for family movie nights. 
Book Review: The Guernsey 
Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society
BY REBECCA BEASLEY
Hope Breakfast Bar: Food Review
BY ERIKA SOUKUP
T he restaurant located on Leech Street in St. Paul, less than 10 minutes from campus is a quant restaurant with indoor and outdoor seating. The prices for all the dishes were reasonable, ranging from 
$12-$16. Both times I ate there I was outside on the patio. You do need a 
reservation to eat there especially on the weekends, but if you book it ahead 
of time there’s little problem getting a table. Since it was windy, the napkins 
and smaller items on the table tend to go on a little adventure, and the 
food gets a bit colder, but that’s all to be expected. The staff was extremely 
friendly and welcoming 
and the ambiance, at least 
outside, was very nice. 
The food itself ranges 
from fine to delicious.  
 If you’re looking for 
something sweet, this 
is a great place for you. 
The German Chocolate 
pancakes genuinely taste 
like cake. The Banana 
Churro Waffles are also 
delicious. They have 
fresh bananas, walnuts 
that are coated with 
brown sugar, and a 
cream cheese syrup. 
While I did enjoy this 
one, the sugar coated 
walnuts added a lot of 
sweetness where I would 
have been perfectly 
satisfied with the dish 
without the nuts or 
even if they weren’t 
sugar coated. Overall, if 
you have a dedicated sweet 
tooth, these dishes would 
be great for you, but if 
you don’t, I’d look at the 
savory side of the menu.
 On the flipside, they’ve 
got a great range of 
savory dishes ranging 
from avocado toast to biscuits and gravy to bacon taco to chicken fried steak 
and eggs. The dishes I tried were avocado toast and the biscuits and gravy. 
First, the avocado toast was fine, with fried avocado, pickles, tomatoes, and 
poached eggs. The toast and avocado itself was good, especially with the 
pickles, but the avocado was piled at least two inches high which made the 
dish a bit unbalanced with the flavors. The eggs on the side were not great, 
there was no seasoning and they were also a bit watery. The biscuits and gravy, 
however, were a smash. Again, there wasn’t any outright salt or pepper with 
the dish, but the gravy was well-seasoned. It had a good spice flavor without 
being actually spicy if you’re not a fan of spice. The hash browns were crunchy, 
and the over-easy eggs were a great complement to the biscuits and gravy.  
 In conclusion, I would recommend eating here. The staff and servers were 
extremely welcoming and it was in a good area (also really close to campus). 
I would recommend something sweeter on the menu, but keep in mind that 
if you’re not a big sugar person, don’t get the avocado toast. The biscuits and 
gravy, though, I would highly recommend.
ARTS & VARIETY
Photo Credit: Erika Soukup
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S mall businesses have a hard enough time growing and succeeding in our economy, and the pandemic has made 
owning and running a small business even more 
difficult. Concordia St. Paul’s music department 
has been able to support a small business in the 
community by commissioning over 90 specialized 
masks for the choirs. 
 Professor Shari Speer, voice instructor and 
director of Concordia’s Jubilate choir, worked 
alongside Dr. Mennicke and Dr. Murray to find 
alternative masks for the choirs this fall. Speer’s 
research led her to a pattern for a mask created 
by Joan Fearnley, called the diy Mask for Singers. 
She then went to a local shop, Thanh’s Tailor, to 
commission the masks. Thanh opened her 
business on Grand Avenue in 2008, although her 
tailoring hobby began when she was a child in 
Vietnam. She works with her husband, providing 
a variety of services, from custom suit alterations 
to making classic face masks. Speer made a prototype 
singers mask, then collaborated with seamstress 
Thanh to create the perfect singer’s mask for 
Concordia’s choirs. 
 The masks are made with 100% cotton fabric 
with interfacing for structure. Two strips of 
zipties are used to pull the fabric away from the 
wearer’s mouth, allowing for better diction and 
jaw movement. Nose wire and adjustable elastic 
ear loops allow for a comfortable fit. The masks 
are designed to be washable and long-lasting. 
 Speer explains that although having fabric 
in front, the singer can trim the sound made 
CSP Supports Local Businesses by Purchasing “Singer’s Masks” 
BY REBECCA BEASLEY
by upper voices, having these specialized masks 
allows the wearer to project their voice and dictate 
words more effectively than in a typical face mask. 
Additionally, having face masks that have reliable 
coverage reduces the risk of spreading covid-19 
and other germs. According to the cdc, singing 
increases the chances of the airborne spread of 
covid-19, due to the “concentration of suspended 
respiratory droplets in the air space” and “Inadequate 
ventilation […] that allowed a build-up of suspended 
small respiratory droplets and particles.” Concordia 
choirs have taken extra measures to prevent the 
spread of covid-19. This includes having specialized 
masks, singing outside, and not staying in one 
room for too long. 
 Students in the choirs compare the singers masks 
to traditional masks, finding much to love. Erikka 
Langemo, an alto, says, “I really like how much 
space is available in the masks, so you can open 
your mouth to sing without the mask shifting, or 
even going into your mouth.” Rachel Tourville, 
a soprano, says “I like the masks because they 
actually give me some space to breathe and sing.” 
Sarah Jeppesen, an alto, says she feels like she can 
sing better in a singers mask than a traditional mask.
 This pandemic has brought a new market for 
masks, and a way for people to support businesses 
in their community. Next time you need something, 
try to find a small business that can help before 
going to another big box store.Photo Credit: Rebecca Beasley
H auntitorium is a yearly event set up by the theater club on campus, stage, and CAB. This year, because 
of Covid, Hauntitorium is not able to happen in 
a typical way. Instead of having a normal walk-
through haunted house, they are actually filming it 
instead. The film takes place in the theater as we 
follow a group of college students in a haunted 
theatre where things are all as they seem. Or are 
they?
 In most cases, Hauntitorium is set up in a span 
of a couple of days with a lot of beforehand 
preparation. So how long has stage been planning 
this new Hauntitorium, and how much work does 
it take? According to Secretary Anna Haselmann, 
“We’ve been doing the planning since May/June-ish. 
At the beginning we had a lot of ideas for what it 
was going to look like (in person, virtual, walk-
through, any people at all) and we’re happy we 
get to do it with at least some people. Then it 
moved on to what’s our story, how do we audition 
Hauntitorium 2020 
BY ERIKA SOUKUP
this, how do we get actors who know what to 
do? We did our audition process with videos, cast 
everybody, had a few brainstorming sessions and 
off we went.” Normally, it’s a relatively straight-
forward process with 
the story, but for the 
new Hauntitorium, 
they wanted to ensure 
it was an extremely 
collaborative event. 
Everything you see 
on screen was a 
collaboration between 
the actors and 
designers to make sure 
they felt comfortable. 
 Since so much 
has changed for 
Hauntitorium, you might wonder if the end 
product will actually be scary (or creepy at best if 
you’re a sceptic). Through the use of film there is 
a lot that can be done that would be considered 
cheesy or stupid in a live event. Ruth Elkerton, 
Vice President of stage, said, “We plan
on jump scares mixed with the story. Since we’re 
filming we can do a lot of special effects, like makeup 
for our actors, editing, and camera angles that we 
couldn’t do if it was live.” So after the entire thing 
is filmed, then it’s on to the editing corner where 
the scare will be ramped up. 
While it’s difficult having so many things change 
around us, the stage Board is actually enjoying 
the process of working with film. Elkerton said, 
“I think it’s just a different experience and I’m glad 
I’m experiencing it this way because I have 
interest in the film industry. I’m glad I have the 
opportunity to learn more.”
 In the end, while Hauntitorium is going to be 
a completely different experience, it is still going 
strong and ready to spook.
Photo Credit: Erika Soukup
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October Horrorscopes 
BY ANNA FRITZE
Yes, Halloween is an excuse to have fun, but 
maybe take a couple steps back ahead of time 
this year. We all know you think you deserve all 
the candy, but seriously, chill out. No need to 
repeat the wig swap fiasco of 2019. Instead, use 
your confidence to show off that bangin’ clown 
costume… wait, clown, that’s what you went 
with? Um... 
ARTS & VARIETY
We get it, you’re upset that your best friend’s 
costume is way cooler than yours. Not our fault 
you agreed to go as a basic angel and devil; 
obviously their angel wings were going to steal 
the show. Instead, take a deep breath and enjoy 
the (covid-friendly) night, or you’ll regret it 
(cue creepy organ music). 
Chill OUT, that horror movie wasn’t real. Well, it 
might have been based on true events but… you 
know Hollywood, they dramatize everything. Get 
your mind off of that faceless lady by taking some 
time for what you deserve. Relax and overindulge 
for once; you won’t regret it. 
You’ve got some high emotional intelligence up 
there, so be careful not to overanalyze Coraline 
and compare it to your life too closely. Just settle 
down and share the love (in a covid-friendly way) 
and help your friends out with whatever they’re 
going through (we both know they need it).
Have you ever seen Oculus? Well, take it as a 
warning. Stop looking at yourself in the mirror so 
much and try to enjoy the people around you. Tap 
into your creative side and carve a pumpkin or 
something before you end up with an axe in your 
head (a theoretical axe that represents your ego 
getting the best of you… I hope).
Okay, I know I already told Cancer to settle down, 
but seriously Virgo, settle down. These Zoom 
people (because your party is covid-friendly) 
may be stressing you out, but you really need to 
take a deep breath. Focus instead on the weird 
Zoom murder-mystery game that’s going on; you 
know that this is your time to shine. Go get em!
Stop flirting with the cute Zoom ghoul to distract 
yourself from the nightmares you’ve been having 
lately. Yeah, they probably do mean something bad’s 
going to happen to you; sorry (insert shrugging 
emoji here). 
Happy Spooky Scorpio Season! Make sure to steer 
clear of churches, chapels, priests, pastors, nuns, 
monks, crosses, holy water, and the like. Hang out 
with a black cat under a full moon in a graveyard 
tonight for the best of luck this month. You’re not 
superstitious, but… you’re “a little stitious.”
You’re excited for Halloween, we get it! It sort of 
seems like everything excites you, settle down 
a little. Not all the way though, you still gotta get 
that bread (well, candy, in a covid-friendly 
way). And no, while you think you’re doing them 
a favor, it’s not a good idea to be brutally honest 
about how creepy your bff’s Richard Simmons 
costume is. I never knew his forehead could look 
so large...
Let go of that grude you’ve been holding on to. 
Seriously, that person doesn’t care about you, so 
it’s kind of pathetic that you still care so much 
about them. Instead, focus on your Halloween 
candy and costume (covid-friendly) goals to 
live this holiday to the fullest. 
You’ve been planning your costume for weeks, 
haven’t you? Months? Years? Kidding, kidding, 
but cool costume bro. Sorry your party has to be 
covid-friendly, but I’m sure you’ll find a way 
to show off all eight custom-made suction cup 
tentacles of your octopus costume at once. 
It’s great that you’re selfless, but don’t give up too 
much of your candy this year. With how your 
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Recipe Review: Turkey 
Taco Skillet 
BY ERIKA SOUKUP
prep time: 5 mins cook time: 12 mins     
total time: 17 mins servings: 4 (1.5 cups each)
taco seasoning*
1 Tbsp chili powder ($0.30) 
1 tsp smoked paprika ($0.10) 
1 tsp ground cumin ($0.10) 
1/4 tsp cayenne pepper (optional) ($0.02) 
1/2 tsp dried oregano ($0.03) 1/2 tsp salt ($0.01) 
1/4 tsp freshly cracked black pepper ($0.02)
taco skillet
1 Tbsp cooking oil ($0.08) 
1 lb. ground turkey ($3.99) 
1 yellow onion ($0.32) 
1 10oz. can diced tomatoes with green chiles ($0.45) 
1 15oz. can black beans ($0.48) 
1 cup frozen corn ($0.35) 
1/2 bunch green onions ($0.45)
instructions
1. Combine the spices for the homemade taco 
 seasoning, then set the seasoning aside. 
2. Add the cooking oil and ground turkey to a large 
 skillet. Begin to cook the turkey over medium 
 heat, breaking it up into pieces as it cooks. 
3. While the turkey is cooking, dice the onion. Add 
 the onion to the skillet with the turkey and 
 continue to stir and cook until the onions are soft. 
 Add the prepared taco seasoning, then continue  
 to stir and cook for 1-2 minutes more. 
4. Drain the black beans then add them to the skillet 
 with the diced tomatoes (with juices) and frozen
 corn (no need to thaw). Stir the ingredients in the
 skillet to combine, then heat through over medium. 
5. While the mixture is heating, slice the green 
 onions. Stir the green onions into the skillet 
 just before serving.
F irst and foremost, the addition of prices for each item is amazing especially for us poor college students. It’s a great price for the 
amount of food you get. The recipe covered at least 
5 nights of meals with a great range. You can eat the 
skillet by itself, with tortillas, and tortilla chips 
(there are probably other ways to eat it, too, so 
experiment!). I substituted the ground turkey with 
ground beef but the rest of the ingredients were 
pretty easy to find, except for some of the spices. I 
also suggest adding as much spices as you want, 
since there can never really be too much spice. The 
time took me a bit longer than expected, but that’s 
because the recipe was unfamiliar and it took a 
while to set up all the ingredients. Overall, this is 
a very successful recipe and I highly recommend 
trying it out!
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J olie dirksen is an Arts Studio major here at Concordia, and she will be having her senior art show on October 15 to November 11th at the H. Williams Teaching Gallery, which is located in Concordia’s arts building. Her art show theme is expressionism, natural expressions and body language with people. 
The medium of choice is photography, and she uses inkjet printer semi-glass photos. 
 Dirksen’s main purpose of producing this show is to have the experience in setting up a gallery 
walk through, and it is also is a graduation requirement in order to finish her major. Besides the 
requirement in completing credits for her major, Dirksen hopes to bring a smile to people’s faces 
when they enter the room. 
 Dirksen said, “I want to be able to capture the candor in people’s faces along with their body 
languages.” Jolie has captured these moments within the certain people in her life. There are a lot of 
smiles within peoples expressions, including one person coming out from under the water of a pool. 
Her photos have a wide variety of different colors within the color spectrum, the pieces can go from 
black and white to full colors with high resolution for each photograph.
 Jolie started working on her project for this event over the summer going into the school year. A 
challenge that Dirksen went through was the framing process where dust would somehow be on 
frame sides. While there were some conflicts in the process of creating these pieces, Jolie claims that 
her pieces are complete and full to her original intentions in showing meaning through her pieces. 
 One of Jolie Dirksen’s favorite pieces is one that features her sister; her expression being a bored or 
pissed off look. Jolie said, “The photo of my sister is 110% natural and I know she is not going to like 
it, which makes it the best piece in the whole show.” Dirksen expresses this remark because of her family 
connection and the chance to show how proud she is of having a sister who means the world to her.
 There are over about 11 photographs of each person with either the same expressions or different 
expressions and movements throughout the whole art show. Jolie Dirksen is excited for people 
coming to her show and to see the best reactions for one of her biggest projects involving artwork 
during covid-19 times. The art show definitely captures the artist's life with her friends and family 
along with being able to see who people are to the artist.   
Senior Spotlight: Jolie Dirksen
BY DAVINA BELLINGER
Artwork by Jolie DirksenPhoto Credit: Davina Bellinger
